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REPORT 


Due to an unusual overseas assignment, this issue of the ‘‘REPORT"’ dnbpgeay 
many thousand feet in the air, several thousand miles from files, references and help- 
ing hands. We therefore apologize for any discrepancies or shortcomings———GWL 


THE ARCHITECT AND TOMORROW'S CITY 


The Chapter can look back with pride at the two several amusing ruses she had to resort to in order 
y Regional Conference with the above title that it to get some of the simpler amenities into Wash- 
iged last month. ington's largest Urban Renewal project. 


Its success was pre-ordained by the unusually dis- SENATOR JOHN J. SPARKMAN, of Alabama, 
iguished starting line-up of panelists, speakers, honored the banquet by making a major policy 
hid moderators which attracted fellow architects address and stating that it was his intention to set 
om all thirteen chapters in the Middle Atlantic area up an Urban Renewal Program based on an ex- 
nd distinguished citizens from all walks of life in penditure of $350,000,000 annually. 
iltimore. The fact that all but one of the partici- DAVID WALKER of the Housing & Home Finance 
ants showed up (even architects break their legs) Agency pointed out that very little of the money 
Las indicative of the importance that these leaders already allocated for advance Community Planning 

planning, banking, government, architecture, and had ever been applied for and suggested that 
ind development attached to this meeting. Sonorous architects could and should be leaders in getting 

vlatitudes were conspicuously absent as each of the this advanced planning started. 
twelve participants presented his or her provocative CHARLES A. BLESSING presented an illustrated 


+ apr an pian epai at the risk of contradicting talk on the truly amazing work that is actually being 
I EUSA GUISES | PIGEREE SS0TS: 7 done in Detroit, as described in a previous issue of 
VICTOR GRUEN urged us to become architects the “REPORT” 

of the total urban environment, to throw off the . i 
congestion caused in our brains, in our cities and on Rast gy lO Sr SISPAN AL ripe Wren Not). 
ep palways rf “autorosis"’; rh separate flesh and described in FORUM as a latter day ea anet 
machinas, anch in lis proper loca Io use oures Aaroa, provod with Mis photo amaria Ie bo o 
= f fitting valedictorian. He challenged the architects to 


munities where we will once again learn to partici- ; ` SEH 
g P design better, finer, and more efficient buildings and 


pate in the social, cultural, and spiritual aspects of M j! h j 
life. He explained his cluster system of planning, chastised them for trying to become sociologists, 
economists, and planners, 


developed like pedestrian nuclei of various uses 


served and held together by a continuous flow _ The above are a few of the high points of a very 
highway system. lively two days of discussion. As did the panelists, 
JAMES W. ROUSE, JR. declared that the time had we leave it to you to continue this discussion, and 
come for public acceptance of city planning and hence the benefits of the Conference, and to eventu- 
that the legal economic, engineering, and architec- ally start to pick up the job of planning in Baltimore 
ture tools had finally been developed. He bemoaned that, to quote Mr. Gruen: "by default we have left 
the fact that it was apparently so easy to raise to the traffic engineers, planning administrators, 
$45,367,557 for the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and real estate developers, and garage builders"’. 
then a few years later raise another $130,000,000 Our heartiest thanks and congratulations to 
for the Harbor Tunnel and yet so difficult to interest Messrs. Archibald C. Rogers, Van Fossen Schwab, 
the people and government officials in comparatively Allen C. Hopkins, Kelsey Y. Saint, Alexander S, 
small sums for city planning. Cochran, and Robert R. Fryer on a job extremely 


MRS. CHLOETHIEL SMITH promptly refuted Mr. well done, and particularly to the panelists for a 
Rouse's claims about the handy tools and described fine performance. 


Building Costs Rise Two Percent 


In Year 

Building construction costs, notwithstanding mar- 
«ket weaknesses general across the United States, 
have managed to squeak up another two percent 
for the 12 months ending in March. All of this came 
about in the first half of the period. Since then there 
has been enough price deterioration in retail quota- 
tions to builders for items of building materials, 
equipment, appliances and accessories, to slightly 
more than offset the impact of high wage rates to 

building trades craftsmen. 

Commenting upon the significance of information 
received from several hundred contributors in 48 
States, Myron L. Matthews, Manager-Editor of the 
Dow Real Estate Valuation Calculator, says "As for 
the future it appears reasonable to expect that the 
cost to build almost anything from a cottage fo a 
skyscraper will push on upward at a rate of about 
one percent every four months, or three percent for 
12 months. But things are in such uncertain balance 
that a moderate drift in psychology could change 
the outlook one way or the other, almost overnight." 

Of the two major components of construction cost 
—materials and labor—labor has again exhibited 
the greater strength. This has been enough to over- 
come the rather severe drops in retail lumber price 
quotations and the minor weaknesses in other prices 
for items in the market sampling basket. 

The price tag on construction is 149 percent high- 
er than in prewar 1941. Generally speaking, the 
average level of cost was then approximately equal 
to the average for the years 1926-1929. In between 
there had been a depression and a recovery. At any 
rate the cost to build is today roughly two and one 
half times what it was in '41, Saying it another way 
it takes $2.50 today to buy what $1.00 bought 17 
years ago. The $8,000 house of 1941, exclusive of 
land and charges other than labor and materials 
for construction, would come today with a tag for 
$20,000. Thus the current purchasing power of the 
1941 building dollar is 40 cents. 

These observations do not hold uniformly true in 
all of the 150 cities tested—it's just the way the 
averages happen to work out. In some places ma- 
terial and wages are substantially lower than New 
Yorkers pay. Extremes are: Greenville, S. C., 40 
percent less; Montgomery, Ala., 39 percent less. 
Generally, costs average 12 percent under New 
York. 

The 17-year post-1941 range of cumulative cost 
increases is from 122 percent (Newark, N. J., 
Boston, Mass., and Utica, N. Y.) to 203 percent at 
San Francisco. On this basis it takes from$2.22 to 
$3.03 to buy as much construction today as $1.00 
bought in Pearl Harbor 1941, and the purchasing 
power of the prewar building dollar ranges from 
33 cents at San Francisco to 45 cents at Newark, 
Boston and Utica, depending upon where in the 
United States the building is located. 


The Architect-In-Training 


Program Launched 

The Chapter Committee on Education is at present 
very active looking for improvements that can be 
made in architectural education in our community 
and it might be helpful to the young men in our 
profession if we all took note of this new training 
program sponsored by the Institute, 

“A major event in the history of the Institute and 
in the expansion of AIA services to the profession 
is the inauguration of the Architect-in-Training 
Program. 

"It is recognized by the professional schools and 
the registration laws that the school cannot produce 
the completely trained architect. Education for the 
profession is a life-long process and this particular 
phase between college and registration is a vital 
part of the young architect's continuing educatio 
preparing him to take his place in the professi 
as a competent practitioner. 

“Inasmuch as the architectural profession canno 
by the nature of its operations, establish an inter 
program such as that operated by the medical pro: 
fession, the initiative and the continuity must 
provided largely by the candidate himself. 

“The procedures have been kept as simple asy 
possible to avoid excessive organizational and’ 
paper work at the chapter level. The candidate, a 
degree-holder who intends to seek registration, en- 
rolls directly with the AIA and receives from the 
Octagon a Log Book including sufficient recording 
forms for three years of office experience, a Log 
Book supplement which contains valuable references 
and material for continuing self-education, and a 
certificate of his enrollment as an Architect-in- 
Training. All enrolled candidates will receive from 
time to time additional material for the Log Book 
supplement which includes references to all of the 
leading profession, technical and scientific organi- 
zations and trade associations in the building in- 
dustry. The program has been approved by the 
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards 
although there is no official relationship between the 
candidate's Log of experience and the registration 
board of the state in which he seeks registration. 
The primary purpose of the program is not the 
achievement of registration but the enhancement of 
the candidate's continuing education in connection 
with his period of office experience. 

“The responsibilities and duties of the AIA chap- 
ter are to provide one or more advisers from among 
the chapter membership, assign candidates in the 
chapter area to an adviser, and arrange for at 
least one conference per year between adviser and 
candidate. Candidates, whether or not Junior or 
Associate members of the chapter, will be expected 
to participate in all educational and technical meet- 
ings conducted by the chapter. It is anticipated that 
in chapters where there may be a considerable num- 
ber of candidates they may work with the chapter 


officers in the development of special courses for 
their benefit. Initially the program is limited to 
degree-holders. Later enrollment will be available 
to non-degree men screened by chapter committees. 

“The employer architect has only one official re- 
sponsibility. To initial the quarterly record sheets 
showing distribution of the candidate's time accord- 
ing to type of work, type and size of building. Em- 
ployer's endorsements of the record sheets are for 
correctness of time records, not appraisal of the 
quality of work performed. Unofficially it is assumed 
that the employer, in the tradition of the profession, 
will be interested in the progress of the candidate 
and arrange for him to have the widest possible 
variety of experience," 

(Reprinted from Nov. 1957 Journal, AIA) 

Those who wish to enroll may obtain blanks at the 
Chapter Office. An enrollment fee of $5.00 must 
accompany each application. As these enrollments 
are approved in Washington, they will be assigned 
certificate numbers, the Chapter will be advised and 
members of the Committee on Education will be 
appointed to interview the candidate and start him 
on his way. 

Further questions should be directed to the 
Chapter office. 


National Convention 


Secretary of the Treasury Robert B. Anderson will 
be keynoter for The American Institute of Architects’ 
annual convention in Cleveland, Ohio, July 7-11, 
1958. 

Because the architect's services are expanding 
and the demands upon him are greater and more 
diverse than ever before, the convention program 
this year is geared towards providing a deeper 
understanding of the economic forces of the nation 
that are influencing environmental patterns. 

Secretary Anderson's opening address on Tues- 
day morning, July 8, will be followed by the archi- 
tectural keynote speech of Philadelphia architect 
Vincent G. Kling. At luncheon that day, Harlan 
Hatcher, president of the University of Michigan will 
speak on “The Western Reserve—Part of our 
Heritage". 

Dr. Margaret Mead, Associate. Curator of Eth- 
nology at the American Museum of National History, 
will address the convention on Wednesday morning, 
July 9. Her topic will be “The Anthropologist Looks 
at Architecture". Dr. Mead is widely known as a 
writer on anthropological subjects.* 

Specialists serving on panels will discuss such 
practical matters as how to make better cost esti- 
mates, where to find construction money, developing 
today's building program, working with the home- 
builder. Other seminars are scheduled on urban 
planning, office organization, chapter affairs, and 
on '‘Professional Status—Your Most Valuable Asset”. 
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OFFICE 


MRS. AGNES M. PRESTON, Executive Secretary 
1025 St. Paul Street (2) ¢ MUlberry 5-0933 
Hours: Eleven to Five. 


The Gold Medal, highest honor given by the In- 
stitute, will be presented at the annual banquet on 
Thursday, July 10 to John Wellborn Root of Chicago. 
Regular convention events include the induction of 
new Fellows, the Annual Exhibition of Outstanding 
American Architecture, the President's reception, 
election of officers, business sessions, and the dis- 
play of new building products and equipment. 

The host chapter committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Cleveland architect Joseph Ceruti, is arrang- 
ing a varied program of tours, exhibitions of archi- 
tecture and the allied arts, entertainment features 
and special events for architects’ wives. Entertain- 
ment and education will be pleasantly combined 
on tours through General Electric's Nela Park and 
the Republic Steel Corporation, Monday, July 7. 


“Editor's Note:—This subject deals with the origin and development of 
races, customs and beliefs of mankind, not just monkeys. 


The New Quarterly 


The last month has seen a great deal of activity 
on the part of your Executive Committee, Quarterly 
Committee, Editorial Board, and Editor to set up the 
actual mechanics for producing our new quarterly 
magazine. As a result, we can present you with some 
concrete facts about it: 

The first issue will appear in September. 

The deadline for architectural photographic ex- 
hibits will be July 1st. 

Schools will be. featured in the first issue. 

Commercial projects will be featured in the sec- 
ond issue. 

Residential projects (single and multi-family) in 
the third issue. 

Religious buildings in the fourth issue. 

Although each issue will feature a particular 
building category, with analytical text, it will also 
include other building types. Letters have been sent 
to materials manufacturers and suppliers soliciting 
their participation in the Product Section. 

This is probably the boldest undertaking the 
Chapter has ever undertaken and we trust that you 
will give it your enthusiastic support. 


ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 


‘We appreciate the confidence of our advertisers in the ‘Report’ as a medium to serve their needs. We 
trust that our professional readers will reciprocate by calling on these specialists in their respective fields.” 


Producers’ Council, Inc. 


Baltimore Chapter. VA 3-7674 
Nat'l Org. of Bldg. Materials 
and Equipment 


General Contr 


BALTIMORE CONTRACTORS, INC. 
711 S, Central Ave. (2) BR 6-2800 


General Contractors 


COGSWELL CONSTRUCTION CO. 


513 Park Ave. (1) MU 5-7231 
Builders - Appraisers 


CUMMINS-HART CONSTRUCTION CO. 
318 Wyndhurst Ave. (10) HO 7-1100 


Industrial Construction 
Appraisers > Builders 


CONSOLIDATED ENGINEERING CO., 
INC. 
20 E. Franklin St. (2) MU 5-7500 


General Contractors 


THOMAS HICKS & SONS, INC. 
106 W. Madison St. (1) MU 5-3430 


Builders for three generations 


LACCHI CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 


2023 Maryland Ave. (18) BE 5-1795 
Genaral Contractors since 1918 


JOHN McSHAIN, INC, 
3501 Sinclair Lane (13) EA 7-2421 
Builders 

MORROW BROTHERS, INC, 


2315 N. Charles St. (18) BE 5-8390 
Contractors and Engineers since 1890 


PIRACC! CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
2552 Woodbrook Ave. (17) MA 3-2727 
General Contractors 


WILLIAM H. SANDS, INC, 


704 York Rd., Towson (4) VA 3-1441 
Builders and General Contractors 


DRUMMOND & CO., INC. 
Pikesville (8) HU 6-7900 
Roads and Green Plastic Tennis Courts 


Concrete and Masonry 
ARUNDEL-BROOKS CONCRETE CORP. 


921 S. Wolfe St. (31) EA 7-8200 
Pre-Mixed Concrete 


BALTIMORE BRICK COMPANY 


3200 E. Madison St. (5) OR 5-0260 
Brick - Glazed Tile - Glass Blocks 


BURNS & RUSSELL COMPANY 


Bayard & Severn Sts. (30) GI 5-0720 
Spectra-Glase Products 


HARRY T. CAMPBELL SONS’ CORP. 
Towson (4) YA 3-7000 


Quarrymen - Contractors 


MARIETTA CONCRETE CORPORATION 
Pulaski Hwy. & Race Rd, (21) 


MU 7-5200 
Wall Panels - Block - Precast Conerete 


V. PATURZO BRO. & SON, INC, 


800 N. Haven St. (5) BR 6-2731 
“Pat” Concrete Products 


Doors and Windows Building Specialties 


FENESTRA, INCORPORATED 
1919 St. Paul St. (18) HO 7-8868 
Stool Windows - Doors + Bldg. Panels 


MODERN DOORS, INC. 


2110 N. Charles St. (18) HO 7-9405 
Modernfold 3 


PELLA SALES COMPANY 
5005 Harford Rd. (14) CL 4-2190 
Pella Doors - Windows - Rolsereens 


THE J. D. SLAUGHTER CO. 


2301 N. Charles St. (18) BE 5-4161 
Windows - Curtain Walls - Panels - 
Steel Deck 


SOUTHERN SASH & DOOR CO. 


2523 Penna. Ave, (17) MA 3-8555 
Distributors; Slidevlew - Ware - Marmet 


Glass 


ART PLATE GLASS & MIRROR CORP. 


1331 S. Monroe St. (30) GI 5-1700 
Distributors - Class & Metal 
Contractors - Fabricators 


PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS CO, 


400 N. Holliday St. (3) LE 9-3000 
Manufacturers of Class & Paints 


Hardware 


ALBERT GUNTHER, INC, 
36 W. Biddle St. (1) VE 7-7437 
Contract Hardware Service 


MacCARTHY COMPANY, INC. 
111 E. 25th St. (18) HO 7-9300 
Builders Hardware - Metal Doors 


Painting 


G. T. BECKSTROM, INC. 
516 Chestnut Hill Ave. (18) TU 9-5488 
Commercial and Industrial Painting and 
Sandblasting 


KUEHNLE-WILSON OF MD., INC. 
622 N. Calvert St. (2) MU 5-3610 
Painting - Building Cleaning - Pointing - 
Sandblasting - Waterproofing 


THE ARUNDEL CORPORATION 
Pier 2, Pratt Street (2) PL 2-7120 
Sand - Gravel - Stone - Blast Furnace 
Slag 


JOHN H. HAMPSHIRE, INC. 


330 W. 24th St. (11) HO 7-3970 
- Flooring - Acoustical 
Roof Decks - Partitions 


AMERICAN SHADE COMPANY 
815 N. Howard St. (1) VE 7-5891 
Window Shades - Venetian Blinds « 
Columbia Aluminum Screens 


BELSINGER SIGN WORKS, INC. 
1300-10 Bayard St. (30) GI 5-5666 
Neon ~ Electrical - Porcelain ~ Stainless 
Signs or Letters 


THE LAWRENCE FALLON COMPANY 
105 E. Saratoga St, (2) SA 7-2282 
Signs - Tablets - L ~ Cold Leaf - 
Bronse - Aluminum - Stainless 


NATIONAL REFRIGERATION CO., INC. 


2903 Grindon Ave. (14) HA 6-5223 
Commercial Kitchen & Cafeteria 
Refrigeration - Bar Equipment 


SELBY, BATTERSBY & CO. 
2125 Maryland Ave. (18) 
TU 9-6213-14-15 
Vitro-Glese & Vinyl Walls, Traffic 
Bearing Roof Decks, Troweled & 
Conductive Floors 


THE STEINER-FULTON CO. 
1813-17 Pierce St. (23) ED 6-1310 


Partitions - Ornamental Aluminum - 
Shower Doors 


Steel Products 


THE MARYLAND STEEL PRODUCTS 
co. 


P. O. Box 1997 (3) MU 5-4110 
Struetural Steel and Ornamental Work 


RINK BUILDING SYSTEMS, INC. 


3513 Wash. Blvd. (27) Cl 2-6740-41 
Butler Steel Bldgs. + Corrulus - Fiberglas 
Insulation - Infra-red Heaters 


Carpentry and Millwork 


CONRAD PROTZMAN, INC. 
8 W. West St. (30) LE 9-1063 
Third Generation of 
Fine Cabinet Makers 


RODDIS PLYWOOD -MacLEA LUMBER 


506 S. Central Ave. (3) SA 7-2761 
Roddiscraft Architectural Doors - 
Plywood « Partitions 


S. PLYWOOD CORP. 
6519 Quad Ave. (5) Dickens 2-8800 
Doors - Partitions - 


Products 


C. O. WURZBERGER & SONS 


2601 Annapolis Ave. (30) GI 5-1111 
Millwork Acceptable to All Architects 
This is our 50th Year. 


Plumbing, Heating, Electrical 


AMERICAN-STANDARD 


5005 Holabird Ave. (24) DI 2-0400 
Mfg. Plumbing, Heating, Cooling 


HENRY ©. BERMAN CO., INC. 
10-12 E. Lombard St, (2) LE 9-7002 


Sounds Systems - Dial X Telephones 


“There Is Nothing Finer Than A 
Stromberg-Carlson.” 


LLOYD E. MITCHELL, INC, 
4650 Reisterstown Rd. (15) LI 2-1241 


Plumbing - Heating - Air Conditioning + 
Acoustical - Sheet Metal - Plastering 


THE MORRIS ENGINEERING COMPANY 


813 N. Calvert St. (2) SA 7-5388 
Industrial and Commercial Oil Burning 
Systems 


POWER & COMBUSTION, INC, 


219 E. 25th St. (18) HO 7-4329 
Industrial Boller Room Equipment 


RIGGS DISTLER & COMPANY, INC, 


216 N. Calvert St. (2) SA 7-6543 
Air Conditioning - Plumbing - 
Heating + Electrical 


TAZE & HEWITT 


33 E. 21st St. (18) BE 5-5895-6 
Commercial - Industrial - Heating - 
Ventilating Equipment 


Engineering-Testing 


THE JOHN E. ETLAR COMPANY 


230 Regester Ave. (12) DR 7-8282 
Steam Power Plants - Acceptance Tests 
Conducted - Combustion Engrs. 


RAYMOND CONCRETE PILE COMPANY 


1111 Mere, Tr. Bldg. (2) PL 2-7074 
Cow Soil jorings & Pile 
Foundations 


Special Services 


BALTIMORE DUPLICATING SERVICE 
7 St. Paul St. (2) LE 9-0674 
Complete Duplicating Services - 
Specifications 


GARDENS BLUE PRT. & PHOTO PRT, 
cO., INC, 
419 St. Paul Place (2) LE 9-2763 
2118 Maryland Ave. (18) HO 7-9385 


SECRETARIAL SERVICE 
2317 Maryland Ave. (18) HO 7-5713 
Specifications - Typed - Mimeegraphed « 


SOUTHERN GALVANIZING COMPANY 


1620 Bush St. (30) GI 5-7711 
Hot-Dip Galvanizing & Metallising 


VICTOR O. SCHINNERER & CO., INC. | MARIE VEDITZ 


Investment Bldg., D. C. (3) RE 7-1929 
Professional Liability Insurance for 
Architects & Engineers 


2 E. Lexington St. (2) SA 7-1380 
Typing - Duplicating Specifications - 
Binding 


Printed by French-Bray Co., Baltimore, Md. 


